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Kate McMillan: The Past is Singing in our Teeth 
27 July - 26 August 2018 
Preview: Friday 27 July, 6-8pm  

Innovative Edinburgh Art Festival exhibition to explore the links between art and 
memory 

The power of art to trigger memories will be the subject of a new art installation in Edinburgh this 
August. A sensory, emotionally-charged experience, The Past is Singing in our Teeth by British artist 
Kate McMillan will take over the entire space of Arusha Gallery in Edinburgh’s New Town to look at 
the intersection of memory, folklore and fiction.  

The Past is Singing in our Teeth will be a gallery-wide video and installation work, and will be shown in 
full in the UK for the first time this summer as part of the Edinburgh Art Festival. The immersive 
installation took McMillan over two years to complete and will be made of various elements, including a 
large scale, two-channel film, textile, performances, and a soundscape made from sculptures which 
feature both in the exhibition and as props in the film.  

The large video work in the exhibition traces the journey of a young girl in search of a forgotten past; 
she is seen walking through natural landscapes in the Welsh Borders, the Kent coast, Hampshire and 
One Tree Hill in south-east London. McMillan heavily relied on her own memories in the making of the 
film. Born in the UK, she moved to Australia as a child and returned to England in 2013; keen to 



reconnect with the first part of her life, she chose places she remembers from her early childhood as 
some of the film locations.  

The young girl in the video is seen wearing a ‘spell dress’: a custom outfit made by McMillan, featuring 
large pockets filled with small talismanic sculptures, and which will also be worn by Glasgow-based 
percussionist and sound artist Signy Jakobsdottir for performances during the exhibition run. The 
small sculptures will be ‘performed’ by Jakobsdottir, including various hagstones -- stones with naturally 
occurring holes in them -- which appear as a recurring motif throughout the exhibition. Collected on the 
coast of Kent by McMillan, the hagstones were thought in many cultures to hold magical properties. 
Here they feature in the installation’s haunting soundscape, are embroidered onto large hanging 
blankets, and printed onto suspended panels of sheer silk chiffon, not unlike ancient pagan shrouds. 
Together they hint at a past that is no longer here, but has yet to fully disappear.  

Ultimately The Past is Singing in our Teeth will encourage visitors to consider the various items that 
constitute the installation as clues to the discovery of a past slightly out of reach, and of how memory 
can inform the present -- not as a linear narrative but as a constantly evolving, haunting residue from 
times past.  

Kate McMillan commented: “This exhibition will be the biggest project I have done in Europe to date; it 
feels like my debut show in my home country. It represents a new, significant development in my work 
as this is the first time I have created sculptures to be used as percussion and sound objects in live 
performances. I am thrilled that it will be shown as part of the Edinburgh Art Festival.” 
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Notes to editors: 
For more information and images: info@arushagallery.com or 0131 557 1412. 

The Past is Singing in our Teeth is part of Edinburgh Art Festival, taking place between 26 July and 26 
August 2018. edinburghartfestival.com @EdArtFest #EdArtFest    

Special events and performances 
● Preview: 27 July, 6-8pm (free) 

Join us for a preview of Kate McMillan’s gallery-wide video and sound installation, The Past is 
Singing in our Teeth. The evening will include a special performance by Glasgow-based 
percussionist and sound artist Signy Jakobsdottir. 

● Art Late: 23 August, 5.30pm (£9/£8) 
For full information and to book: edinburghartfestival.com. 

mailto:info@arushagallery.com


Venues include Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop, Edinburgh Printmakers, Ingleby, Arusha 
Gallery, The Number Shop at Embassy Gallery and Scottish National Portrait Gallery. With 
music from The Ninth Wave.  

● Artist Talk: Kate McMillan and Gemma Rolls-Bentley in conversation: 25 August, 2.30pm (free) 
Arusha Gallery, 13A Dundas Street, Edinburgh EH3 5QG 
Artist Kate McMillan and Gemma Rolls-Bentley (Private Sales Lead, Artsy) will discuss 
McMillan's sound and video installation, The Past is Singing in our Teeth, which also includes 
sound performances to delve into the links between art and memory. 

Kate McMillan 
Kate McMillan (b.1974) works with a range of media including sculpture, film, sound, installation and 
photography, linking narratives of forgetting and place, often focusing on the residue of the past. Her 
work has been exhibited internationally, including the 17th Biennale of Sydney; the Trafco Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Poland; Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai; Art Gallery of Western Australia; and the 
Australian Centre for Photography, Sydney. It is held in private and public collections around the world, 
including Soho House Collection, London; Art Gallery of Western Australia; University of Western 
Australia and Curtin University, Australia.  

McMillan lectures on the Masters Program in the Department for Culture, Media and Creative Industries 
at King’s College, London. She has also guest lectured at The Ruskin, Oxford University. Her PhD, 
Islands of Empire: Contemporary Art & Unforgetting, will be published by Palgrave Macmillan later this 
year. 
@kate_mcmillan_ #katemcmillan 

Arusha Gallery 
13A Dundas St, Edinburgh EH3 6QG 
www.arushagallery.com 
Open Monday-Saturday, 10am-5pm. Sunday, 1-5pm. 
@arushagallery #arushagallery  

About Edinburgh Art Festival 
Founded in 2004 and now in its 15th edition, Edinburgh Art Festival, is the platform for the visual arts at 
the heart of Edinburgh’s August festivals, bringing together the capital’s leading galleries, museums and 
artist-run spaces in a city-wide celebration of the very best in visual art. Each year, the Festival features 
leading international and UK artists alongside the best emerging talent, major survey exhibitions of 
historic figures, and a special programme of newly commissioned artworks that respond to public and 
historic sites in the city. The 2017 Festival attracted over 315,000 visits. Edinburgh Art Festival is a 
registered charity supported by Creative Scotland and the City of Edinburgh Council. For more 
information, please visit www.edinburghartfestival.com or follow the Festival on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram @EdArtFest #EdArtFest.

http://www.arushagallery.com

